
MEETING INFO
COST: 

Members: 
$25.00

Non-members: $35.00
Student members & 
Non dinner guests

$10.00

RSVP:

Click Here to 
register online. 
The deadline is 
12:00pm, the 

Tuesday before 

June 16, 2016
TBD

September 15, 2016
TBD

WHEN:

May 19, 2016
6:00 pm Social
6:30 pm Dinner

 y:00 pm Program

WHERE:

Hess Engineering and 
Scientific Society
5430 Westheimer

Houston, TX 77056
(713)627-2283

UPCOMING 
MEETINGS

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
THE

This course will help an attendee to better understand ACI 318 Appendix D 
Strength Design provisions for post-installed anchors as well as dive into the ICC-
Evaluation Services Acceptance Criterion of AC193 and AC308. It will also define 
creep, temperature and installation as it relates to adhesive anchoring systems. 
Through a demonstration of the hand calculations done through strength 
design, the attendee will also realize the potential time savings software such as 
PROFIS Anchor offers to their day-to-day operation.

May 19, 2016 Houston/Gulf Coast Chapter

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR THIS MEETING

Building Codes & Post-Installed Anchors

Miguel Branco has been with Hilti, a market leader for fastening 
systems, for over two years in the Houston, TX area as a field 
engineer. With a degree in civil engineering and an emphasis 
in structural engineering, he has provided technical support 
on the use of Hilti solutions to some of the largest EPCs and 
owners in the petrochemical industry.
 

	  

Sponsored By

http://www.seaot.org/houston/reservations.cfm
http://www.seaot.org/houston/reservations.cfm
http://www.seaot.org/houston/reservations.cfm
http://www.seaot.org/houston/reservations.cfm
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The “Marvelous” Structural Engineer

Greetings fellow structural engineers! While I was 
resting after a jog, I idly flipped through a continuing 
education catalog. A course title caught my eyes “The 
Marvel of Everyday Structures”. What marvel? It really 
jarred me thinking about that. Truth to be told, it 
has been so easy to get caught up in the day-to-day 
processes of managing  engineering projects that I 
have lost sight of that marvel that we, the structural 
engineers, do every day.

As a practicing consulting engineer, your day can be 
easily filled with  a mind numbing series of emails, of 
phone calls, of questions. 

There is no “marvel” in reviewing the testing lab 
reports; in looking through your construction 
drawings to find the answer to the “urgent” RFI that 
the contractor’s field engineer has just sent through. 

There is no “marvel” in spending hours looking at 
your structural analysis model to figure out why it is 
that the framing that you’ve come up with did not 
work the way you thought it should. 

There is certainly no “marvel” in reading through 
the chapters in the International Building Code to 
find the answer to the code official’s question on 
the building permit of a project that you have just 
submitted.

Yes, the day-to-day processes of what we do can 
easily wear one down. But, once in a while, we need 
to stop for a moment and appreciate that what we 
do, is truly marvelous.

Epoxy Design Systems, Inc.

As specialty trade contractors, established in 1977, we repair,  protect and 
strengthen existing concrete structures in commercial, industrial and 

marine environments.

IMAGINE ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY FOR CONCRETE STRUCTURES

http://www.fiberwrap.com/
http://www.epoxydesign.com/index.asp
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We, the structural engineers, bring forth 
buildings that began as an idea borne out of an 
architect’s mind. 

We, the structural engineers, bring to life 
the soaring bridge arches that let travelers 
experience the vastness of a canyon up close. 

We, the structural engineers, bring to reality 
the ocean-travelling vessels that to allow for 
commerce to flourish. 

We, the structural engineers, first built cable 
footbridges that allowed far-flung villagers to 
cross raging rivers to go to market. 

I need to remind myself that. And let us meet 
once a month to remind ourselves that it is 
truly a marvel of what we do.

See you at our monthly meeting.

President’s Corner (continued)
Tan Tran, PE

Leading National Provider for:

Geotechnical Engineering
Construction Materials Testing

Special Inspections
Industrial Hygiene

Environmental Consulting & Management 
70+ Offices Nationwide

Contact:
Bill Fontenot

3626 Westchase Drive
Houston, TX 77042
P: (713)343-4482
F: (713)977-1915

www.atcgroupservices.com

 
 

 
 

GEOTECH ENGINEERING AND TESTING 
                                                                                         
 

o Geotechnical Engineering 
o Environmental Engineering 
o Construction Materials Engineering 
o Forensic Engineering 

 
 
      Areas of Specialization: 
 
 o  High Rise and Low Rise o  Commercial Developments 
     Buildings  o  Industrial Facilities 
 o  Land Development o  Port and Harbor Facilities 
 o Petrochemical Complexes o  Aviation 
 o  Chain Store  o  Public Infrastructure 
 o  Transportation  

   
 

Tel: (713) 699-4000                 Fax (713) 699-9200 
Website: WWW.GEOTECHENG.COM 

 

TEXAS  LOUISIANA  NEW MEXICO  OKLAHOMA 
Certified as HUB and DBE 

 
 
 

Tan Tran, PE
Houston@seaot.org
tan.tran@cardno.com

http://risa.com/
http://risa.com/
http://atcgroupservices.com/
http://www.tssi-texas.org/
http://www.geotecheng.com/
mailto:tan.tran@cardno.com 


May 19, 2016
Page 4 SEAoT Houston Gulf Coast Chapter Newsletter

1 4  O f f i c e s  i n  Te x a s
( 7 1 3 )  6 9 0  8 9 8 9
t e r r a c o n . c o m

Our top priority – tailor our services to your 

objectives. We simplify complex issues 

and provide cost-effective solutions, 

regardless of the project’s size or scope.

E n v i r o n m e n t a l               F a c i l i t i e s               G e o t e c h n i c a l               M a t e r i a l s

Reliable.
Resourceful

Responsive

Secretary’s Corner
Chris Hill, PE

Hello All,

We are getting close to the half way point in the SEAoTx 
calendar, which is making me nervous for next year 
when I have to find all of the speakers. So if you would 
be interested or know anyone that would be please 
send them my way!  

Last month we had our 4th meeting of the year. The 
meeting was held at HESS from 6 to 8 pm. Chapter 
President Tan Tran was not able to attend the meeting 
so Vice President Rick Miles ran the meeting. Rick 
announced that the next two meetings before the 
summer break will be May 19th and June 16th, both at 
HESS from 6 to 8pm. Following these announcements 
the update from the state chapter and events going on 
in Austin was provided. David Hillery also announced 
an article featured in Structural Magazine about the 
Hobby Airport expansion, this article can now be found 
on our chapter’s website, seaothouston.org.

http://www.tweinc.com/
http://www.terracon.com/
http://www.nicholassouzalaw.com/
http://seaothouston.org.


Texas Office Locations:
Austin    w Clute    w Corpus Christi    w El Paso    w Ft. Worth

Harker Heights    w Harlingen    w Houston    w La Porte    w Longview 
McKinney    w San Antonio    w Spring    w Victoria

800.548.7901
www.psiusa.com     e-mail: info@psiusa.com

• Geotechnical Engineering
• Construction Materials Testing & Engineering
• Non-Destructive Services
• Environmental Consulting
• Industrial Hygiene Services
• Facilities & Roof Consulting
• Specialty Engineering & Testing

O n e   C o m p a n y , 
O n e   C a l l .

PSI is your best choice for full-service 
engineering, testing and environmental services. 
Our experienced staff of professionals has the 
expertise to meet your project requirements.
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Secretary’s Corner (continued)
Chris Hill, PE

Rick then introduced our speaker for the evening, 
Mr. W. Clark, Director of Compliance & Enforcement 
Division at the Texas Board of Professional Engineers 
(TBPE). Mr. Clark provided some general information 
about the TBPE. The TBPE staff is made up of 9 
members, 6 of which are PEs. The role of the TPBE is 
to license PEs, administer enforcement, provide and 
monitor continued education, and inform the public 
and government officials. Mr. Clark presented several 
scenarios to illustrate requirements that TBPE regulates. 

Until next time,

Chris 

4  No drilling or welding required

4  Faster installation and reduced costs

4  High slip resistance capacities

4  Independently approved Safe Working Loads

4  Low temperature SG iron

This unique ‘all-in-one’ adjustable steel clamp offers high slip resistance 

capability, ease of installation, anti-corrosion protection and performance, 

even in low temperature environments.

Type AAF 
Girder Clamp

NEW
PRODUCT

High Slip 
Resistance Clamps 
by

®

Get the new brochure at www.LindapterUSA.com or inquiries@LindapterUSA.com

> Innovative 2-part design allows clamp to self-adjust to suit a range of flange thicknesses.

http://www.psiusa.com/
http://www.lindapter.com/
http://www.lindapterusa.com
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Texas A&M Student Chapter 
President
Natasha C. Boger

The last meeting of the year for Texas A&M 
University’s SEAoT Student chapter was held 
on April 7th.  The members of SEAoT had 
the pleasure of attending a presentation 
from Fluor Engineering presented by Ms 
Silky Wong. The presentation covered the 
topic of engineering interfaces as well as a 
representative case study.  

The semiannual SEAoT field trip was conducted 
on April 8th at the Vaughn construction site 
located on Texas A&M’s campus. The new facil-
ity will be the Zachry Engineering Complex. The 
field trip consisted of  a Tech Tour of the con-
struction site which allowed the SEAoT members 
to see the application of the design work of 
structural engineers come to life. 

Students from the SEAoT student chapter held 
their end of the year picnic at Henderson park 
located in Bryan, Texas on April 23rd. The stu-
dents along with structural civil engineering fac-
ulty members were able to participate in games 
such as giant Jenga and enjoyed a meal of fried 
chicken from Layne’s of College Station.   
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Office       Name      Phone       E-mail (click to send)
President      Tan Tran     713.868.1591      tan.tran@cardno.com 
Vice President   Rick Miles     713.630.7414      RMiles@walterpmoore.com
Secretary      Chris Hill      713.868.1591      chris.hill@cardno.com
Treasurer      Jonathan Warshaw 832.467.2177          Jonathan.Warshaw@walkerrestoration.com
Past President   Al Bustamante  832.467.2177          Al.Bustamante@walkerrestoration.com  
Chapter Director (15-16) Al Bustamante  832.467.2177          Al.Bustamante@walkerrestoration.com 
Chapter Director (16-17) Steve Wilkerson 832.969.8641          stevew@ziasoftware.com
State Director (15-16)  Bob Lanser  281.543.0305      boblanser@aol.com  
Alternate State Director  Joe Kallaby  281.584.9300      osi-jk@swbell.net

Committee      Chair      Phone       E-mail (click to send)
Advisory      Jaynool Khayrattee 713.664.0130      jayk@matrixstructural.com 
Scholarship      Paul Gugenheim 832.309.5584      paul@fiberwrap.com 
Membership      OPEN POSITION
Program      
Student Affairs– TAMU  Stefan Hurlebaus  979.845.9570      shurlebaus@civil.tamu.edu 
Student Affairs– Rice U.                Jamie Padgett  713.348.2325      Jamie.Padgett@rice.edu
Student Affairs– U of H  Mina Dawood   713.743.2983          nmdawood@uh.edu 
Publicity       Lance Operhall                 operhall@gmail.com
Young Engineers  Chris Hill   713.868.1591      chris.hill@cardno.com
Advertising      Lis Stansfield     512.301.2744      lizstansfield@earthlink.net 
Newsletter Editor       Jennifer Ju     713.868.1591      jennifer.ju@cardno.com
TAMU Student Ch. Pres.    Natasha Boger                                ncboger@tamu.edu 
Webmaster   Stacy Chu         schu@ensightinc.com
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• Geotechnical Engineering
• Construction Materials Testing & Engineering
• Non-Destructive Services
• Environmental Consulting
• Industrial Hygiene Services
• Facilities & Roof Consulting
• Specialty Engineering & Testing

O n e   C o m p a n y , 
O n e   C a l l .

PSI is your best choice for full-service 
engineering, testing and environmental services. 
Our experienced staff of professionals has the 
expertise to meet your project requirements.
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