
MEETING INFO
COST: 

Members: 
$25.00

Non-members: 
$35.00

Student members & 
Non dinner guests

$10.00

RSVP:

Click Here to 
register online. 
The deadline is 
12:00pm, the 

Tuesday before 

February 18, 2016
TBD

March 17, 2016
TBD

WHEN:

January 21, 2015
6:00 pm Social
6:30 pm Dinner

7:00 pm Program

WHERE:

Hess Engineering and 
Scientific Society 
5430 Westheimer 

Houston, TX 77056
(713) 627-2283

UPCOMING 
MEETINGS

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
THE

Texas is home to some of the most diverse soil conditions in the world, 
leading to challenging design considerations for the structural engineer.  
This presentation will discuss basic soil properties, focusing on the 
inherent expansive soil conditions most frequently found in the Greater 
Houston Area.  The role of the Geotechnical Engineer in successful 
project design development will be discussed, incl. foundation design 
development and construction administration services.  The value of 
geotechnical engineering will be demonstrated via understanding how 
to read a geotechnical report along with case studies.
 

January 21, 2016 Houston/Gulf Coast Chapter

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR THIS MEETING

Life in the Trenches: 
Lessons Learned in Geotechnical Engineering

Sponsored By

Jay Sunderwala, P.E., earned his BS and MS in Civil Engineering from San Jose State 
University and has over 22 years of experience as a Geotechnical Engineer, including 
the last 15 years in the greater Houston area.  Jay has served as Office Manager and 
Principal Engineer of the Ninyo & Moore Houston office since 2010.  Jay has been on 
the Board of Directors of ACEC Houston and is involved with the Houston Council 
of Engineering Companies. Jay currently sits on the Board for the Texas Council of 
Engineering Laboratories (TCEL).  Jay is a licensed professional engineer in Texas, 
California and Nevada.  

Ninyo & Moore, an ENR Top 500 Design Firm, is a professional 
geotechnical and environmental sciences consulting firm providing 
services in geotechnical engineering, engineering geology, geophysics, 
hydrogeology, soil and materials testing, special inspection, soil and 
groundwater contamination assessment, site remediation, hazardous 
building materials, industrial hygiene, and occupational safety

http://www.seaot.org/houston/reservations.cfm
http://www.seaot.org/houston/reservations.cfm
http://www.seaot.org/houston/reservations.cfm
http://www.seaot.org/houston/reservations.cfm
http://www.ninyoandmoore.com/
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Greetings to Our Fellow Structural Engineers!
Welcome to the first newsletter of 2016.
Let me re-introduce myself, I am Tan Tran, PE, with 
Cardno Haynes Whaley, part of a global, comprehensive 
professional services provider. This year, I am honored to 
serve as President for the Houston/Gulf Coast Chapter.

The other members of the Board this year are:
-     Vice President:
 	 Rick Miles, PE,  Walter P. Moore

-    Secretary (to be confirmed): 
	 Chris Hill, PE, Cardno Haynes Whaley

-    Treasurer: 
	 Jonathan Warshaw, PE,

-    Past President: 
	 Mr. Alfredo Bustamante, PE,  CDT, 
	 Walker Restoration Consultants,

-     Chapter Director 2015-2016: 
	 Mr. Steve Wilkerson, PE, 
	 Athos Consulting Engineers.

-      State Director 2015-2016: 
	 Mr. Bob Lanser, PE

As many of you probably are, I am often surprised by how 
fast the time has gone, and at the same time, I wonder 
why it moves so slowly. This is one of those “how-fast” 
moments, year 2015 has passed by with blinding speed. 
And here we are, at a new year once again.

New Year brings new hope, new opportunity, and new 
potentials. It also leads to reflections, and contempla-
tions. I look back at my past involvement with the chap-
ters with joy each time I saw an old colleague whom I had 
not seen for a while. I look back seeing my wonder and 
admiration for each meeting presentation about a great 
engineering feat.
        		

Epoxy Design Systems, Inc.

As specialty trade contractors, established in 1977, we repair,  protect and 
strengthen existing concrete structures in commercial, industrial and 

marine environments.

IMAGINE ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY FOR CONCRETE STRUCTURES

http://www.fiberwrap.com/
http://www.epoxydesign.com/index.asp
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4  No drilling or welding required

4  Faster installation and reduced costs

4  High slip resistance capacities

4  Independently approved Safe Working Loads

4  Low temperature SG iron

This unique ‘all-in-one’ adjustable steel clamp offers high slip resistance 

capability, ease of installation, anti-corrosion protection and performance, 

even in low temperature environments.

Type AAF 
Girder Clamp

NEW
PRODUCT

High Slip 
Resistance Clamps 
by

®

Get the new brochure at www.LindapterUSA.com or inquiries@LindapterUSA.com

> Innovative 2-part design allows clamp to self-adjust to suit a range of flange thicknesses.

 I hope that, this year, I will help you, my fellow 
engineers, experience the same delight. We will 
making our meetings opportunities for you to 
reconnect and make new friends, to learn of new 
trends or information in our profession.

I encourage you to help me by helping yourself 
and getting involved with our Chapter, by coming 
to our meetings to connect or re-connect. I look 
forward to your comments and suggestions to 
making our meetings even more interesting and 
beneficial to you.

Happy New Year and Best Wishes!
See you at our monthly meetings!

President’s Corner (continued)
Tan Tran, PE

Tan Tran, PE
Houston@seaot.org
tan.tran@cardno.com

Leading National Provider for:

Geotechnical Engineering
Construction Materials Testing

Special Inspections
Industrial Hygiene

Environmental Consulting & Management 
70+ Offices Nationwide

Contact:
Bill Fontenot

3626 Westchase Drive
Houston, TX 77042
P: (713)343-4482
F: (713)977-1915

www.atcgroupservices.com

http://risa.com/
http://risa.com/
http://www.lindapterusa.com
http://atcgroupservices.com/
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https://www.csiamerica.com/news/one-day-seminar-performance-based-design-houston-tx
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Secretary’s Corner
Chris Hill, PE

After a long and contentious campaign and election I 
am proud to have been elected your Secretary for 2016! 
I look forward to working with all of you, not just those 
who voted for me. 

For those of you who do not know me I have been a 
part of SEAoT since 2010. I have been a member of the 
Houston/Gulf Coast chapter since moving here in 2012 
from Oklahoma City to join Cardno Haynes Whaley. I 
have served the SEAoT Houston/Gulf Coast chapter in 
a variety of positions including advertising chair and 
young member chair. 

As an associate at Cardno Haynes Whaley I have had 
the opportunity to work on some great projects in and 
around Houston for the last three and a half years. I 
look forward to getting to know all of you better and 
working with this organization that means so much to 
me. I hope that together we can continue to grow the 
origination and increase its value to each member. 

We ended 2015 with our monthly meeting held on 
November 19 during the lunch hour at Pappas BBQ on 
Hwy 59 in South Houston. The meeting was sponsored 
by Aegis Metal Framing and the presentation was given 
by Mr. David Boyd. The title of Mr. Boyd’s presentation 
was “The Specification, Design, Manufacturing and 
Installation of Cold-Formed Steel Trusses”. 

The board met to close-out business for 2015 on 
December 11. Items that were discussed included 
the progress of the website, exploring other meeting 
locations and times, and the election of new board 
members. 

Again I just want to say that I am looking forward 
to working with all of you and serving this great 
organization.

1 4  O f f i c e s  i n  Te x a s
( 7 1 3 )  6 9 0  8 9 8 9
t e r r a c o n . c o m

Our top priority – tailor our services to your 

objectives. We simplify complex issues 

and provide cost-effective solutions, 

regardless of the project’s size or scope.

E n v i r o n m e n t a l               F a c i l i t i e s               G e o t e c h n i c a l               M a t e r i a l s

Reliable.
Resourceful

Responsive

http://www.terracon.com/
http://www.nicholassouzalaw.com/


Texas Office Locations:
Austin    w Clute    w Corpus Christi    w El Paso    w Ft. Worth

Harker Heights    w Harlingen    w Houston    w La Porte    w Longview 
McKinney    w San Antonio    w Spring    w Victoria

800.548.7901
www.psiusa.com     e-mail: info@psiusa.com

• Geotechnical Engineering
• Construction Materials Testing & Engineering
• Non-Destructive Services
• Environmental Consulting
• Industrial Hygiene Services
• Facilities & Roof Consulting
• Specialty Engineering & Testing

O n e   C o m p a n y , 
O n e   C a l l .

PSI is your best choice for full-service 
engineering, testing and environmental services. 
Our experienced staff of professionals has the 
expertise to meet your project requirements.
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Texas A&M Student Chapter President
Ashfaq Syed

The Texas A&M University SEAoT Student Chapter 
hosted their Fall semester picnic at Villa West Park in 
college station on Nov 21st. We had a good weather 
for the picnic and had a great break from our 
normal routine. Our members enjoyed some fried 
chicken and pizza for lunch. Our aspiring structural 
engineers showed their structural stability skills by 
playing with the giant Jenga Blocks. 

The final meeting for the Fall semester was on 
Dec 3rd.  Mr. Alfredo E Bustamante from Waler 
Restoration Consultants, gave us a presentation 
on the Restoration and Forensic Engineering. Al, 
shared his experience in restoration engineering 
and explained the steps involved in the process. 
He stressed the importance of technical writing for 
engineers. Al also shared his experience in working 
with photogrammetry and even drones for the 
evaluation of buildings. `

http://www.psiusa.com/
http://www.tweinc.com/
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Texas A&M Student Chapter 
President
(continued)
Ashfaq Syed

The leadership team for the 2016 term 
were elected and are as follows, Natasha 
Boger as President, Saurav Arora as Vice 
President and Samantha Marquez as 
Treasurer. Our first meeting for the Spring 
2016 term is on Jan 28. We will be joined 
by Structural Engineers from Baker Risk 
Engineering, San Antonio.

http://www.tssi-texas.org/
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Editor’s Corner
Jennifer Ju

On December 18, 2015 the SEAoT Young 
Engineers group congregated during a Happy 
Hour sponsored by Perma-Pier. With plenty of 
appetizers and snacks going around during the 
Pappasito’s Happy Hour, we learned about the 
foundation services that Perma-Pier had to offer.

Due to the jolly holiday atmosphere, everyone 
engaged in lively conversation that was filled 
with jokes and laughter. The Young Members 
always enjoy spending time with their peers, be 
it over drinks or sporting events. We look forward 
to any future events with the SEAoT Young 
Members group.

 
 

 
 

GEOTECH ENGINEERING AND TESTING 
                                                                                         
 

o Geotechnical Engineering 
o Environmental Engineering 
o Construction Materials Engineering 
o Forensic Engineering 

 
 
      Areas of Specialization: 
 
 o  High Rise and Low Rise o  Commercial Developments 
     Buildings  o  Industrial Facilities 
 o  Land Development o  Port and Harbor Facilities 
 o Petrochemical Complexes o  Aviation 
 o  Chain Store  o  Public Infrastructure 
 o  Transportation  

   
 

Tel: (713) 699-4000                 Fax (713) 699-9200 
Website: WWW.GEOTECHENG.COM 

 

TEXAS  LOUISIANA  NEW MEXICO  OKLAHOMA 
Certified as HUB and DBE 

 
 
 

http://www.geotecheng.com/
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Office	    			   Name	    		  Phone		       E-mail (click to send)
President	    		  Tan Tran   		  713.868.1591	      tan.tran@cardno.com 
Vice President			   Rick Miles	    	 713.630.7414	      RMiles@walterpmoore.com
Secretary	    		  Jonathan Warshaw  	 832.467.2177	      jwarshaw18@gmail.com
Treasurer	    		  JChris Hill 		  713.868.1591	      chris.hill@cardno.com
Past President			   Al Bustamante		  832.467.2177          Al.Bustamante@walkerrestoration.com 	
Chapter Director (14-15)	 Larry Ickert		  832.244.5403          lickert@excelmidstream.com
Chapter Director (15-16)	 Steve Wilkerson	 832.969.8641          stevew@ziasoftware.com
State Director (14-15) 		  Damon Brotherton	 713.702.9973          d-brotherton@sbcglobal.net
State Director (15-16)		  Bob Lanser		  281.543.0305	      boblanser@aol.com	  
Alternate State Director		 Joe Kallaby		  281.584.9300	      osi-jk@swbell.net

Committee	    		  Chair	    		  Phone		       E-mail (click to send)
Advisory		     	 Jaynool Khayrattee	 713.664.0130	      jayk@matrixstructural.com 
Scholarship		     	 Paul Gugenheim	 832.309.5584	      paul@fiberwrap.com 
Membership		     	 Glen Smith	    	 713.664.0130 	      glensmith@gmail.com 
Program		     	
Student Affairs– TAMU		  Stefan Hurlebaus 	 979.845.9570	      shurlebaus@civil.tamu.edu 
Student Affairs– Rice U.	               Jamie Padgett		  713.348.2325	      Jamie.Padgett@rice.edu
Student Affairs– U of H		  Mina Dawood 		  713.743.2983          nmdawood@uh.edu 
Publicity 		     	 Lance Operhall	    		       	      operhall@gmail.com
Young Engineers		  Chris Hill 		  713.868.1591	      chris.hill@cardno.com
Advertising		     	 Chris Hill	    	 713.868.1591	      chris.hill@cardno.com 
Newsletter Editor	      	 Jennifer Ju	    	 713.868.1591	      jennifer.ju@cardno.com
TAMU Student Ch. Pres.	  	 Natasha Boger 	              	         		       ncboger@tamu.edu	

2016 Officers and Directors

2016 Committee Chairpersons
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