
MEETING INFO

COST: 

Members: 
$25.00

Non-members: 
$35.00

Student members & 
Non dinner guests

$10.00

RSVP:

Click Here to 
register online. 
The deadline is 
12:00pm, the 

Tuesday before 

April 16,  2015
TBD

May 21, 2015
TBD

WHEN:

March 19, 2015
6:00 pm Social
6:30 pm Dinner

7:00 pm Program

WHERE:

HESS Engineering 
and Scientific 

Society
5430 Westheimer

Houston, TX 77056
713.627.2283

UPCOMING 
MEETINGS

SponSored by

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
THE

 
The Texas Board of Professional Engineers will identify key updates concerning Board rule 
changes within the past year. Guidelines for Professional Practice and Engineering Ethics 
will be illustrated. Additionally, there will be a general update about Board Initiatives 
in conjunction with enforcement statistics. The Engineering Code of Conduct will be 
emphasized. 

Rick Valdes is an Investigator IV with the Compliance & Enforcement 
Department, Texas Board of Professional Engineers. He has over 24 
years of experience as an investigator with the State of Texas; eleven 
of those years with the Board. As an investigator, Rick ensures that 
the TPBE Act and Board Rules are followed and also investigates 
complaints that are received by the Board regarding violations to 
the Act and or Board Rules.

Rick has worked for the Travis County Sheriff’s Department, and the Texas Department of 
Licensing and Regulation and while there, was the Program Manager of Professional Boxing 
for the State of Texas. Additionally, Rick was also the Supervising Investigator for the Texas 
Real Estate Commission before joining our team.

March 19, 2015 Houston/Gulf Coast Chapter

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR THIS MEETING

Texas Board of Professional Engineers 
  on Professional Ethics

http://www.seaot.org/houston/reservations.cfm
http://www.seaot.org/houston/reservations.cfm
http://www.hayneswhaley.com
http://www.seaot.org/houston/reservations.cfm
http://www.seaot.org/houston/reservations.cfm
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President’s Corner
Al Bustamante, PE
Make Lemonade out of Lemons. I recently heard this term 
at a technical presentation referring to make the best 
out your available resources. We have a lot of resources 
in SEAoT that you can use. The best resource that we 
have is our members. When someone asked me what the 
benefits of being SEAOT members are, my first response 
is you’ll have the opportunity to meet and exchange 
ideas with bright engineers. 

Take advantage of the meetings to meet new people and 
invite others to join the meeting and become members. 
The best way to continue to grow our chapter is by 
“spreading” the word about our chapter. Also, take the 
time to meet our sponsors and understand more about 
their work. 

Our sponsors make a significant contribution to our 
chapter and we continue to have great support from 
them. Feel free to contact me if you have any thoughts/
ideas on Sponsors. We continue to have great attendance 
from the Texas A&M Student Chapter. I really appreciate 
the effort the Texas A&M Students make to attend our 
meeting and contribute to our chapter. They are the 
future of our chapter.

I’d like to remind you that there is a free seminar (4 PDHs) 
for all SEAoT members on April 14, 2015 at the Houston 
Hilton Garden Inn Westbelt. The title of the seminar is 
High Modulus Marine Geostructures presented by JD 
Fields and sponsored by SEAoT.

As always, I encourage everyone to participate in our 
chapter in order to continue to grow our organization. As 
president of the chapter I speak for all board members 
that our goal is to leave the chapter in a better position 
that it was before our tenure. If you have any input or 
have any questions about our chapter, please don’t 
hesitate contacting me at houston@seaot.org.

Al Bustamante, PE
houston@seaot.org
al.bustamante@walkerrestoration.com
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Secretary’s Corner
Rick Miles, PE 
March is underway and hopefully you’ve stayed dry 
over the last couple of weeks.  Between being the host 
chapter for the SEAoT State Conference this year, the 84th 
Texas Legislature being in session over in Austin, and the 
pending local adoption of the 2012 IBC, there is lots of 
information to stay on top of – issues that directly affect 
SEAoT Houston and your professional practice.  Coming 
to the meetings is the best way to stay on top of these 
topics. Tan has been doing a fantastic job of rounding 
up speakers and sponsors, so come out to the meetings, 
enjoy a beverage and scintillating conversation, and stay 
informed.  There are lots of opportunities to get involved 
as well.

Our February 19 meeting had a solid turnout, and we 
continue to get good participation from the Texas A&M 
student chapter.  The students are particularly engaging 
and the meetings are a great opportunity to learn what 
they are working on while providing them different 
perspectives on our profession.  Another great reason to 
come to the meetings!

VoidForm Products, Inc. was the meeting sponsor and 
Rob Gates was on hand to provide a brief introduction 
to VoidForm’s history and product offerings – including 
a new water-resistant carton form and inspector-friendly 
forms for plumbing voids. VoidForm will be back in 
April to present on the topic of foundation isolation 
from expansive soils; feel free to contact Rob Gates with 
any questions regarding VoidForm Products.  Rob.g@
voidform.com 

Ed Ulrich a.k.a “Dr. Dirt” provided an excellent 
presentation on Tall Buildings and Braced Excavations 
in the Houston area.  A large number of interesting 
project profiles were provided making note of a wide 
variety of challenges. Some pertinent take-aways: a 
successful project requires the structural engineer to 
work in harmony with the geotechnical engineer, and 
means & methods are critical to success.  To learn more 
about the full services a geotechnical engineer can (and 
should) provide, you can follow up with Ed at www.
ulrichengineers.com.

4  No drilling or welding required

4  Faster installation and reduced costs

4  High slip resistance capacities

4  Independently approved Safe Working Loads

4  Low temperature SG iron

This unique ‘all-in-one’ adjustable steel clamp offers high slip resistance 

capability, ease of installation, anti-corrosion protection and performance, 

even in low temperature environments.

Type AAF 
Girder Clamp

NEW
PRODUCT

High Slip 
Resistance Clamps 
by

®

Get the new brochure at www.LindapterUSA.com or inquiries@LindapterUSA.com

> Innovative 2-part design allows clamp to self-adjust to suit a range of flange thicknesses.

http://www.lindapterusa.com


• Adhesive and Mechanical Anchors 

• Direct Fastening Systems 

• Repair, Protection and Strengthening Products 

• Cold-Formed Steel Connectors 

• Lateral Systems 

• Fasteners  

• Wood Construction Connectors 

Simpson Strong-i nor signr Sor is 
t ltst norg dsign tool for struturl 
nginrs to ssf t strngt dsign proisions of 
CI 318 ppndix , CN/CS 23.3 nnx , EG 
001 nnx C or EO R029 dsign mtodologis.  
***NEW FEM —PLATE THICKNESS CALCULATOR *** 

Chad Eades 
(512) 992-8494 

CEdsstrong.om 
Teha Reeseae 

Ah ese Sae  
f ACI 318, ETAG, ad CSA 

Vrsion 2.3 

Providing a wide range of construction solutions for your  

Infrastructure, Commercial and Industrial applications 

CFS ese Sae  
f AISI 

Vrsion 1.1.0 

Simpson Strong-i CFS signr gis old-formd 
stl signrs t bilit to dsign CFS stud nd trk 
mmbrs ording to ISI spions nd to nl 
omplx bm loding nd spn ondions troug n 
intui usr intrf.  progrm llos t dsign of 
mulpl sstms itin t sm ob l, nd supports 
onnon dsign for spi Simpson Strong-i 
urtin ll nd bridging onntors.  

SEAoT Houston Gulf Coast Chapter NewsletterMarch 19, 2015
Page 5

Secretary’s Corner 
(Continued)
Rick Miles, PE
This month’s ethics presentation promises 
to bring a larger than usual turnout so 
please make your reservation early.  It also 
represents a good opportunity to invite those 
colleagues needing their ethics hour for 
renewal and introduce them to our chapter.

Finally, one of my tasks as secretary this year 
will be maintaining updates on the chapter 
LinkedIn Group.  LinkedIn has become a 
significant resource for the A/E/C community 
and we hope to build the chapter presence.  If 
you’re a LinkedIn member, please search for 
the group Structural Engineers Association of 
Texas - Houston / Gulf Coast Chapter and join 
so that our updates will show up in your feed.

Thanks for your participation and see you in 
March!
 Rick Miles 
 
 

 
 

GEOTECH ENGINEERING AND TESTING 
                                                                                         
 

o Geotechnical Engineering 
o Environmental Engineering 
o Construction Materials Engineering 
o Forensic Engineering 

 
 
      Areas of Specialization: 
 
 o  High Rise and Low Rise o  Commercial Developments 
     Buildings  o  Industrial Facilities 
 o  Land Development o  Port and Harbor Facilities 
 o Petrochemical Complexes o  Aviation 
 o  Chain Store  o  Public Infrastructure 
 o  Transportation  

   
 

Tel: (713) 699-4000                 Fax (713) 699-9200 
Website: WWW.GEOTECHENG.COM 

 

TEXAS  LOUISIANA  NEW MEXICO  OKLAHOMA 
Certified as HUB and DBE 

 
 
 

http://www.strongtie.com/
http://www.geotecheng.com/


Texas Office Locations:
Austin    w Clute    w Corpus Christi    w El Paso    w Ft. Worth

Harker Heights    w Harlingen    w Houston    w La Porte    w Longview 
McKinney    w San Antonio    w Spring    w Victoria

800.548.7901
www.psiusa.com     e-mail: info@psiusa.com

• Geotechnical Engineering
• Construction Materials Testing & Engineering
• Non-Destructive Services
• Environmental Consulting
• Industrial Hygiene Services
• Facilities & Roof Consulting
• Specialty Engineering & Testing

O n e   C o m p a n y , 
O n e   C a l l .

PSI is your best choice for full-service 
engineering, testing and environmental services. 
Our experienced staff of professionals has the 
expertise to meet your project requirements.
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1 4  O f f i c e s  i n  Te x a s
( 7 1 3 )  6 9 0  8 9 8 9
t e r r a c o n . c o m

Our top priority – tailor our services to your 

objectives. We simplify complex issues 

and provide cost-effective solutions, 

regardless of the project’s size or scope.

E n v i r o n m e n t a l               F a c i l i t i e s               G e o t e c h n i c a l               M a t e r i a l s

Reliable.
Resourceful

Responsive

http://www.psiusa.com/
http://www.tweinc.com/
http://www.cardno.com/en-us/AboutUs/CardnoATC/Pages/Cardno-ATC---About-Us.aspx
http://risa.com/
http://risa.com/
http://www.terracon.com/
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Office       Name      Phone       E-mail (click to send)
President      Al Bustamante     832.467.2177      Al.Bustamante@walkerrestoration.com 
Vice President   Tan Tran  713.868.1591      tan.tran@cardno.com 
Secretary      Rick Miles     713.630.7414      RMiles@walterpmoore.com
Treasurer      Jonathan Warshaw   832.467.2177      jwarshaw18@gmail.com
Past President   Steve Wilkerson 832.969.8641          stevew@ziasoftware.com   
Chapter Director (14-15) Larry Ickert  832.244.5403          lickert@excelmidstream.com
Chapter Director (15-16) Steve Wilkerson 832.969.8641          stevew@ziasoftware.com
State Director (14-15)   Damon Brotherton 713.702.9973          d-brotherton@sbcglobal.net
State Director (15-16)  Bob Lanser  281.543.0305      boblanser@aol.com  
Alternate State Director  Joe Kallaby  281.584.9300      osi-jk@swbell.net

Committee      Chair      Phone       E-mail (click to send)
Advisory      Jaynool Khayrattee 713.664.0130      jayk@matrixstructural.com 
Scholarship      Paul Gugenheim 832.309.5584      paul@fiberwrap.com 
Membership      Glen Smith     713.664.0130       glensmith@gmail.com 
Program      
Student Affairs– TAMU  Stefan Hurlebaus  979.845.9570      shurlebaus@civil.tamu.edu 
Student Affairs– Rice U.                Jamie Padgett  713.348.2325      Jamie.Padgett@rice.edu
Student Affairs– U of H  Mina Dawood   713.743.2983          nmdawood@uh.edu 
Publicity       Lance Operhall                 operhall@gmail.com
Young Engineers  Chris Hill   713.868.1591      chris.hill@cardno.com
Advertising      Chris Hill     713.868.1591      chris.hill@cardno.com 
Newsletter Editor       Jennifer Ju     713.868.1591      jennifer.ju@cardno.com
TAMU Student Ch. Pres.    Alejandro Zepeda  979.574.7794         alejandro_zepeda@email.tamu.edu

2015 Officers and Directors

2015 Committee Chairpersons
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